
 

February 23, 2021 
 
Dear Families and Care Providers, 
 
St. Madeleine Sophie’s Center (SMSC) continues to prepare a plan which will guide us to a safe reopening for all.  
However, the phased reopening of the agency has been delayed due to vaccine shortages and the inability of many 
students to get the vaccine under the California allocation phases. 
 
As we shared previously, in order to receive in-person services through SMSC, including programming on campus, home 
visits, and community activities/jobs, program participants will need to have the COVID-19 vaccine. Those without the 
vaccine will continue to receive Alternative Services from SMSC. 
 
Fortunately, the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) has released an updated vaccine distribution guidance. 
Starting March 15, people ages 16-64 with a developmental “or other high-risk disability” will be eligible to receive the 
vaccine.  
 
We encourage you to check with the County or your doctor to schedule a vaccine appointment. You may also visit 
www.SanDiegoCounty.gov and click on COVID-19 for information on how to schedule a vaccination. Once the program 
participant has been fully vaccinated, please submit a copy of your vaccination card to SMSC. Upon receipt of this, we 
will be in contact regarding home visits. It is our goal to have all program participants vaccinated by the end of April so 
we can resume in-person services based on the phases in our reopening plan. 
 
A program participant may request a medical or religious exemption/accommodation for the vaccine. To do so, please 
request the necessary paperwork from your Program Manager. This paperwork will be used to determine whether the 
program participant is eligible for such exemption/accommodation and if so, to determine if reasonable 
accommodations can be provided that would enable them to participate in in-person services without posing a health 
and safety risk to themselves or others. If an exemption/accommodation is not feasible, the program participant will 
continue to receive Alternative Services from SMSC until, if and when, it is deemed safe for them to return to in-person 
programming without a vaccine. 
 
Please understand that our efforts and requirements are in place to ensure the health and well-being of everyone at 
SMSC. The vaccine is one thing we can do to keep staff and students safe while participating in in-person services.  
 
Finally, if you have not already done so, please complete our vaccination survey at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SMSC-Vaccine.  
 
If you have questions, please feel free to call your Program Manager. Thank you for all your support during these 
unusual times and we look forward to seeing you soon. 
 
Warm regards, 

 
Debra Emerson 
Chief Executive Officer 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SMSC-Vaccine

